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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2011  

Council members in attendance:

Michelle Batz

Sharon Billger
Janice Clemmer
 Blair Free


Pastor Hammond 
Nancy Miller

April Osterstock
Susan Stemko


Call to Order - Meeting was called to order by Vice-President Blair Free.  Devotions and prayer were done by Sharon Billger.  She shared a reading from The Word In Season based on Psalm 119:9-16 regarding love and obedience to the law of the Lord.  April Osterstock will do the devotions for March.

Minutes – The minutes, having been previously distributed, were reviewed.  April made a motion to accept the minutes as written, second by Sue, motion carried.

Fellowship Hour – Sharon explained that Council and the Property Committee are responsible for refreshments on February 20.  She mentioned that since Greg and Ken will be recognized for their service on council, it would be nice for us to have a sheet cake.  Sharon passed around a sign-up sheet.  Martin will take it to his Property meeting next week and Sharon will send out email reminders toward the end of the week.
Correspondence – None received.

Pastor’s Report for December & January – Pastor Hammond handed out his written report covering two months, December 2010 and January 2011.  He brought attention to the December 6 funeral for Paul Krall, a non-member.  He explained that he was contacted by Kutztown Manor, spoke with Mr. Krall’s son, and agreed to do the service.  Pastor Hammond reported that he received a call from a potential new member and is working on setting up a time to meet with her.  A summary of Pastor Hammond’s report follows:


- 11 worship services, 7 Holy Communion, 4 children’s sermons

- 2 funeral services: Paul Krall 12/6 & Ralph Wisser 12/30


- Grief counseling


- Bishop’s meeting in Schuylkill Haven


- Choir practice, Annual Congregational Meeting, KMA meeting, Kutztown Cluster meeting, Church Council, Mutual Ministry, Evangelism, and Worship & Music meetings


- Participated in Christmas tree decorating, cookie baking with confirmands for Cookie Sharing, youth fund raiser, and Fellowship Hours


- Held 4 confirmation classes


- Bulletin preparation in Annette’s absence

- Various visitations and phone contacts

Committee Reports –   

   Evangelism – Blair reported that the committee met.  The youth have come up with a Mission Statement that will be included in the letter that will be sent to non-member visitors and to members who are not active.  Blair handed out information on the Blueprint for Change manual that he would like to purchase.  It is a 10-chapter process about reaching out to the non-churched.  The manual has instructions on how to bring about change without a lot of disruption.  The cost is $14.95.  Council approved.

Pastor Hammond mentioned that the synod will have a program in spring entitled, “What are the Possibilities in Your Church?”  He is hopeful that council members will be interested in attending.
   Worship & Music – Michelle reported that the committee will meet this coming Sunday after the worship service.  The mid-week Lenten services and soup suppers will be finalized at that time.

Michelle has heard from four members who are interested in participating on the sub-committee to study the contemporary service issue.  They are: Greg Schappell, Blair and Vicky Free, and Sharon Billger.  She is working on setting up a meeting date, possibly the 4th Sunday of the month after the worship service.  April volunteered to lend a helping hand if needed.

   Christian Ed – No report-per Michelle.

   Financial Secretary – No report due to Jeff’s absence.

   Treasurer’s Report – See Greg’s reports of investments, account balances and monthly expenses.  

   Stewardship – No report.

   Property – See report.  At Martin’s request Sharon reported that he has contacted Brent Styan from Lutheran Trust.  Brent requested information so he can write up the insurance quote.  Martin is working on it.  Sharon noted that this is the same individual who gave a quote a few years ago.  He still has that information but needs some in addition. 

   Social Ministry – Pastor Hammond reported that the Daffodil orders are due February 21 so orders will be taken this Sunday and the next.  They will be delivered March 19 for distribution March 20.  The Liv N. Hope bear with daffodils will be available as well as bunches of daffodils.

The committee is still collecting change for World Hunger.

   Youth Advisory Committee Meeting – Blair reported that the youth group advisors met and discussed how they’d like the youth to proceed to take charge of their group.  One idea suggested was to have a “youth room” where they could gather and make it their own.  Also discussed were ideas for fun events such as snow tubing.  The advisors want to encourage the youth to move in the right direction.  It was also suggested that perhaps it would be good to have someone involved who is younger and could relate to the youth.  They would, for instance, be familiar with the type of music they like.
Pastor Hammond reported that the confirmation class has made a commitment to do the mid-week Lenten services.  The program is entitled, Overheard Conversations by the Cross.  It consists of a different play each week.  The confirmands will be the actors.  Pastor Hammond will be taking this idea to the youth group and to the Worship & Music Committee.

   Promotional – April reported that she has downloaded all the pictures and is working on adding them to the website.  She noted that since she didn’t receive the February newsletter she typed up the information to put it on the site.  She is working on contact lists and electronic notifications, such as cancellation of services.
Michelle made a motion to accept all reports, second by Nancy, motion carried.

Old Business-

Miller Family Fundraising Update – Sharon reported that the committee continues the two fundraisers:


- Ham & Cheese Sandwich orders are due Wednesday, February 16.  She has extra order forms if anyone needs one.

- Blue Mountain Candle orders are due March 13. The order form was included in the February newsletter.

Fellowship Hour Recognition – Greg Schappell and Ken Garrett will be recognized for their service during the February 20 Fellowship Hour.  Pastor Hammond reported that he has the certificates and frames.  He asked council how they want the certificates worded.  It was decided to do a general message thanking them for their years of service on church council.  It was decided that Jeff will present the certificates.
Lifeline Update – Blair reported that we received $100 donation for allowing them the use of the downstairs fellowship area.  They have been setting up appointments.  Sharon reported that Martin has received additional site requirement information from them and that it was noted that they had 47 appointments scheduled to date.  Six are Mt. Zion members.  The Property Committee will be discussing the site requirements at their meeting next week and will be setting up a time to make the preparations.

Matthew Oliver Request Update – Blair reported that $35 was collected and a check was sent to Matthew to assist with his European Ambassadorship Program.

Dr. Forrest Schucker Mailing Follow-up – Sharon reported that, at Jeff’s request, she made and sent a card to Dr. Schucker thanking him for the newspaper article he sent us regarding the 1934 dedication of our organ.  She included a copy of the little blue Mt. Zion History booklet, and, at April’s suggestion she listed our website in the card.  Sharon invited Dr. Schucker to join us for worship if he should be in the area.  Sharon gave a copy of the article to April to add to our website.  She gave the original to Pastor Hammond to store with our historical documents.  She also has a copy for Sylvia.
Answers to Questions Regarding Newspaper Ads and Phone Bills – Blair reported on the answers from Greg to the expense report questions that were brought up at last month’s meeting.  

First, regarding the Berks Mont Newspaper and The Windsor Press:  The bills were actually from The Patriot, for the church directory listing, and from Times News, Inc., he listed them in the wrong line.  
Second, regarding the internet and phone bills:  The amount is higher due to the fact that it reflects two months because both payment checks were cashed in the same month.

New Business – 

Adoption and Approval of Updated Church Council Roster – First, Pastor Hammond brought council’s attention to the Congregational Directory.  He noted that Greg Schappell’s name is listed as the Mutual Ministry Liaison in error.  He is no longer serving as liaison.
Next, Blair asked all council members in attendance to check their contact information as listed on the Congregation Council Roster.  Janice made a motion to approve the updated roster, second by April, motion carried.

Request for Use of Church by Dean Scott for Wedding of Nadean Scott and Eddie Cuff – Dean requests the use of the church as follows:



Saturday, June 25, 2011 Wedding Rehearsal



Saturday, July 2, 2011 Wedding

Motion to approve by Michelle, second by April, motion carried.

Newsletter Deadline – Blair reminded council that items for the March newsletter need to be submitted to Dean by February 16.

April made a motion to adjourn, second by Sharon, motion carried.

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,







Sharon C. Billger







Church Council Secretary

