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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Congregational Council Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2011  

Council members in attendance:
Michelle Batz

Sharon Billger
Blair Free
  
Andrew Frederick

Pastor Hammond 
Diane Laub

April Osterstock
Stacey Russo


Call to Order - Meeting was called to order by Vice-President Blair Free.  Devotions were done by April Osterstock.  She shared a reading from Power For Living based on John 14:21 entitled “Obey God Moment By Moment”.  She also read “Are You In Christ” based on Ephesians 1:1-14 where Paul used the phrase “in Christ” nine times.  She also read a poem entitled “Joy Is Godly”.  Blair will do the devotions for April.

Minutes – The minutes, having been previously distributed, were reviewed.  Michelle made a motion to accept the minutes as written, second by April, motion carried.

Correspondence – We received the following:

     - A letter from Lutheran Congregational Services regarding their Camp Noah program.  Tabled for a future meeting.

     - A thank you letter from Friend, Inc. for the $50 donation we sent them.

     - Donation requests – Autism Society and Bread for the World. Tabled until our April meeting.

     - A letter from the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod (NEPS) regarding the “Be Who You Are, See What You Have, Do What Matters” program about revitalizing the church.  It will be held at the Topton Home on Saturday, March 26, at 9:00 AM.  It is requested that we have four people participate.  The following volunteered to attend: Michelle, Sharon, April, Pastor Hammond.

      - A thank you letter from Helen Wessner for the certificate and gift card.
      - Information from Boscov’s about their Friends Helping Friends shopping program.  It will be held on October 4.

      - A mailing from the KU Off-Campus Advisory Council requesting support for their 1st Annual 5K Race and Walk in honor of Kyle Quinn.  The event will take place on Sunday, May 1.  Registration and sponsorship forms are included in the packet.

      - Sharon shared a mailing she received from Diakon regarding their new Kathryn’s Kloset program.  Sharon explained that in the past year the program has benefited over 500,000 people.
      - Blair reported, per Jeff, that $889 has been received from Mt. Zion members who participated in the Thrivent Choice program.

Pastor’s Report for February – Pastor Hammond gave a written copy of his report to all council members.  The following is a summary of the report:

- 4 worship services, 2 Holy Communion, 2 children’s sermons
- Funeral service for Ray Seidel 2/15

- Baptism for Grayson Losito 2/27

- Various counseling sessions: Grief, Baptism, Crisis & Family 

- Choir Practice, Adult Sunday School Classes, Church Council and Worship & 
       Music meetings, Fellowship Hour and the Boy Scout Banquet
- Confirmation classes and Lenten rehearsals

- Various visitations and phone contacts

Committee Reports –  
   Worship & Music – See reports: Committee meeting and Contemporary Worship Sub-Committee.  Michelle reported that the soup suppers are set up and people have signed up to bring soup and bread.  She mentioned that as follow-up to the sub-committee meeting she will be putting out a request for musicians and any instruments members would like to donate.  

Pastor Hammond shared that Greta Oliver might be interested in participating in a contemporary service.  Michelle will contact her.

   Christian Ed – Michelle reported that there will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday.  Michelle inquired if we will have Easter breakfast again.  It was decided that we would and Andrew offered to call Ken and Greg about it.

   Evangelism – Blair reported that the letter to send to those who haven’t attended in a while is finished and printed.  It will probably be mailed out in the coming week.
   Financial Secretary – See Jeff’s reports of giving for January 2 through March 6.  Diane Laub inquired what the “other” columns included.  One item suggested is the poinsettias.  We can ask Jeff for clarification at our next meeting.

   Treasurer’s Report – No report.

   Stewardship – No report.

   Property – See report. 

   Social Ministry – Pastor Hammond reported that the daffodils are coming in March.

   Mutual Ministry – No report.

   Youth Liaison – No report.

   Promotional – April reported that it has been suggested that we include the Promotional Committee in with Evangelism.  Council agreed.  The Promotional Committee will now be a sub-committee of the Evangelism Committee.

April made a motion to accept all reports, second by Diane, motion carried.
Old Business-
Miller Family Fundraising Update – Sharon reported that 280 sandwiches were made.  She will have a detailed report for April’s meeting.  Sharon noted that we received a $500 check from the Kutztown Hobos and it will be deposited with the sandwich sale money.

Sharon shared that at this point we have 37 candles ordered.  There is a minimum of 60 candles.  Hopefully we will receive enough orders by Sunday.  She also needs the sales tax exemption form filled out to return to the company.  Pastor Hammond will help with it.
Lifeline Update – Pastor reported that there was a good turn out.  The Lifeline people were pleased with the number who came for the tests.  Sharon reported that she and Martin were the last appointments and she was told 68 people participated.
New Business – 
Sorting of Newsletter and Taking it to the Post Office – Pastor Hammond explained that Dean has been doing this but won’t be able to continue due to his work schedule.  Andrew volunteered to do it if he can pick up the newsletters when he is here on a Sunday.  Pastor suggested he call Annette to discuss it.  Michelle said her grandmother, Beatrice Dietrich, will be able to apply the labels.

Newsletter Deadline – Reminder to have all items to Dean by March 18.

Pastoral Assistants – Pastor Hammond reported that Don Lauer has stepped down.  April will take his place.  She will begin in April.  Also, Greg Schappell will continue to fill in from time to time when needed.  Pastor explained that if we don’t have an assistant during the summer months he can do the service himself.

Sam’s Club Renewal – Sharon reported that Mt. Zion’s membership came due this month.  She and Martin took care of renewing it.  Sharon also reminded council that in addition to the cards that Martin and Ken have, there is one available for use by any member.  It is kept in the church office.  A Mt. Zion check is needed in order to make a purchase.  Also, be sure to mention to the cashier that the purchase is tax-exempt.

Dinner Theatre Ideas – Sharon shared the information she received from The Rainbow Dinner Theatre, Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, Sight and Sound Theatre, and The Pines Dinner Theatre.  She also mentioned that it was suggested perhaps a trip to a ballgame would be a good activity.  It was decided to put a survey in the newsletter asking the congregation for input.  Sharon will submit the information to Dean.

Mt. Zion Church Key List - Pastor reported that Annette takes care of the “keys out” list and she alerted him to six names on the list who may no longer have need of a church key.  It was decided to put a request in the newsletter asking if any member has a key and no longer needs it, they turn it in.

Summer Fest Planning – Sharon reminded council that this year’s fest will be held on Saturday, August 27.  Lester Miller has reserved The Majestics.  Sharon shared that a new chair/co-chairs and some new committee heads will be needed.  

Email List–Inclement Weather – Blair passed around the sheet of council member contact info and asked everyone to check their email address.  Jeff is compiling a list of email addresses to notify members in case services need to be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Good Physical Therapy – Sharon reported that Good PT, where she goes for her therapy, is offering to area churches and other organizations to come out and give a free presentation on a variety of health/wellness topics.  They would talk about whatever subject we’d want, for instance, strokes, or fall risks.  They are doing this as a community service.  It was suggested Sharon get a list of topic ideas from them and put a survey in the newsletter.

April made a motion to adjourn, second by Diane, motion carried.

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,







Sharon C. Billger







Church Council Secretary
