Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Congregational Council Meeting Minutes

May 5, 2011  

Council members in attendance:
Michelle Batz

Sharon Billger
Janice Clemmer
Matthew Dietrich


Blair Free
  
Pastor Hammond 
Diane Laub

Nancy Miller

April Osterstock
Stacey Russo
Sharon Sewell
Jeff Wetzel



Call to Order - Meeting was called to order by President Jeff Wetzel.  Devotions were done by Michelle who read Luke 24:13-35.  This scripture reading talks about when Jesus came upon two disciples walking on the road to Emmaus.  Pastor Hammond then spoke about the road to Emmaus and how Jesus gives us a mission.  He concluded by leading us in prayer. 

As was decided at our previous meeting, Matthew will do the devotions and prayer for June.

Minutes – The minutes from our April meeting, having been previously distributed, were reviewed.  April made a motion to accept the minutes, second by Diane, motion carried. 

Correspondence – We received the following:

     - A thank you from Beatrice Dietrich for the kindness shown her during her illness and recovery.

     - A donation request from Habitat for Humanity.  This will be held for the next quarter.

     - A letter from the Lutheran Historical Society of Eastern Pennsylvania regarding an anniversary award which includes a grant.  This can be looked into as part of our 250th anniversary planning.

     - A request from Annette regarding the set-up of the new office computer.  She asks for council permission to purchase the ClickBook for Windows program.  It is on sale this week only for $29.95.  Michelle made motion to approve her request to purchase the program, second by April., motion carried.

     - A letter from Fox Rothchild, Attorneys at Law, regarding their offer to do pro-bono work for Berks County churches.  A $1200 retainer is required.  This covers April to March 2012.  Then a second $1200 of work is provided at no charge.  No action taken.

Fellowship Hour – Council and the Endowment Committee are responsible for Fellowship Hour on May 15.  A sign-up sheet was circulated.  Sharon B. will send out reminder emails/calls a few days prior.  Also, she will contact Joe Arndt about Endowment’s participation.

Thank you – Jeff thanked everyone who participated and helped with the Lenten services, soup suppers, and wreath-making project.  It was very successful.
Pastor’s Report for April – Pastor Hammond gave a written copy of his report to all council members.  The following is a summary of the report:

- Regular worship services and 5 Holy Communion

- Soup Supper and Lenten Series and preparations

- Holy week services

- Egg hunt and preparation

- Fellowship Hour

- Funeral service for Grace Bailey

- Synod’s “Do What Matters” Workshop

- Various counseling: Grief and Pre-marital
- Sr. Friends Luncheon
- Scout, Summer Fest, Church Council, Youth, and KMA meetings

- Various visits and contacts 

Pastor Hammond reported that he spoke with Bishop Zeiser and set the date of October 21, 2012 for his visit.  Bishop Zeiser will preach for the service.

Committee Reports –  

   Worship & Music – Michelle reported that the committee didn’t meet this month.  She reminded council that the outdoor service will be held June 26.
   Christian Ed – Michelle reported that there are three weeks of Sunday School remaining.  The children are working on a special Mother’s Day project.  The continuing need for a VBS coordinator was noted.

Pastor Hammond reported that the Adult Sunday School class will end at the same time.  New member classes will begin sometime in June, at this point there are three interested couples.

   Evangelism – Blair reported that all visitors have been contacted by telephone or by letter.  

   Financial Secretary – See Jeff’s reports of giving (General Fund and Miscellaneous Other Giving) for the month of April.  Jeff reviewed the reports, noting the monthly totals.  He reported that 12-15 Lenten cards were returned.  This should be kept in mind for next year.  Also, Jeff pointed out that the amount of money received toward the cost of envelopes does not come near covering their cost.

   Treasurer’s Report – See Greg’s reports of investments, account balances and monthly expenses for April.  His notations indicate that the final snow removal bill of $450 was paid, as was the insurance premium of $506.58.  All donation checks voted on by council last month were sent.


In addition, Greg noted that it was a good month for deposits with a smaller deficit of $799.53 for the month.
   Stewardship – No report, per Sharon S.  Jeff noted that he passes the Memorial Fund donation information to Sharon and she is sending out the acknowledgments.  

   Property – See report.  The windbreak at the lower entrance has been installed, as were the two new Mt. Zion signs.  The outside faucet leak was repaired.  The committee plans to seed grass in the picnic area when the weather is suitable, it’s been too wet.  Martin spoke with Jeff Fegley about the water leaks.  Jeff has been keeping an eye on the roof and he’s been in the crawl space to check it out.

   Social Ministry – Pastor Hammond reported that the year-long World Hunger project continues.  

   Mutual Ministry – No report.  A meeting is scheduled for June 9, per Pastor Hammond.

   Youth Liaison –No report.  Their meeting will be held next Sunday, per Matthew.

Janice made a motion to accept all reports, second by Stacey, motion carried.
Old Business-
Contributions – Jeff reported that he received anonymous donations to cover the contributions we decided on at our last meeting.  

        
Contemporary Worship Update – Michelle reported that committee members will meet at Mt. Zion to visit the following churches:


Sunday, May 15 – Union Lutheran, Schnecksville – leave 10:15 AM


Wednesday, May 18 – New Life Lutheran, New Tripoli – leave 6:30 PM

The committee will meet next on May 22.
        
Temple Talk – Michelle reported that the “Do What Matters” temple talk will be done on May 22.  The new projector will be used for the presentation.

        
Survey for Activities – Sharon reported that more responses have come in, she now has a total of 12.  The survey will continue through this month.  Sharon noted that we can do more than one activity if we have people who are interested.
        
Summer Fest – See report.  We are still looking for a new chair/chairs for this event.  In addition, Jeff reviewed the various departments and where new heads are needed.  Sharon explained that help is available, she has kept inclusive records the past two years and has turned the notebooks over to Jeff.
        
Survey for Health/Wellness Presentation – Sharon reported that she has received 12 responses for this survey, as well.  Also, she reported that when she spoke with Becky at Good Physical Therapy she said they would be willing to come out more than once so this doesn’t have to be a one time only event. 

Knoebel’s Grove – Jeff reminded council that the date for this youth sponsored event is June 11.  He has a sign-up sheet to get an idea of how many people are coming because we must buy $150 in tickets to get them at a cheaper price.
Router – There was discussion about getting a router for the church office computers and other computer workstations.  Last July the scouts had approached council about getting online access for their programs.  As of last August they were willing to purchase a wireless router for the church that they would then be able to use during their meetings and activities.  Jeff will contact Joanne Dietrich to check if they still plan to do so. 
New Business – 
Tent Request – Jeff received a request from Tammy Miller to borrow the church’s tent for her baby’s first birthday party on May 15.  Sharon explained that Dennis Miller borrows this tent every year and the Property Committee takes care of it.  She will pass it on to Martin to contact Tammy.
Newsletter Deadline – Jeff reminded everyone to have their newsletter items to Dean Scott by May 20.

Cub Scouts-Flower Beds – Jeff reported that the Cub Scouts will turn over the soil in the flower beds on May 26 and then plant the flowers after Pentecost Sunday.  Pastor Hammond noted that in the past Ray Seidel purchased and donated flowers.  Jeff will make an announcement asking if anyone is interested in donating flowers or the funds to purchase them.
Cub Scout Picnic – The scouts have asked permission to hold their picnic in our picnic grove on July 23.  Sharon explained that they have done this in the past and that it only needs to go through the church office to be sure the area is available on that date.  She will pass it on to Martin for the Property Committee.  Jeff will inform Annette to put it on the calendar and to let the scouts know.


Transfer Request – We have received a transfer request from the Minnich family: Kelly, Kendric, and Kortney.  They have moved to Nazareth and ask to have their membership transferred to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 200 S. Broad Street, Nazareth.  Sharon B. made a motion to approve their transfer request, second by Matthew, motion carried.

Synod Assembly – Jeff reminded council that he and Sharon B. will represent Mt. Zion as delegates at the 24th Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly on 
June 17 & 18.  It will be held at Muhlenberg College, Allentown.

Mt. Zion 250th Anniversary Planning – Jeff asked for suggestions for the types of committees that will be needed.  

Pastor Hammond suggested the celebration begin in December of this year and run to December of 2012.  Committees suggested: Historical, Publicity, Planning, and Archival.  Scanning of the historical documents stored in the safe was mentioned.  Pastor suggested Mrs. Hill from the scouts might be of assistance for this project.

Jeff asked for ideas of activities we could hold.  Many ideas were mentioned including:  

250th Anniversary Banquet


Williamsburg Christmas

Pa German Service



Easter Bonnet Sunday

Homecoming Sunday


Burning of the Greens (January)

Christmas cookie baking


CD of the choir

Outreach/Service Event


Time capsule
Theme contest



Activities for the children/youth

Ask Sylvia to write a hymn for Mt. Zion
Invite neighboring churches

A Sunday to dress in period clothing
A new church directory

Presentation of historic documents & artifacts

Establish a permanent Historical Committee
Sharon B. brought several items to share for ideas about a collectible keepsake item: plate from the incorporation of Mt. Zion in 1970, plaques of Mt. Zion and the Virginville Grange, 250th Anniversary cookbook from Weisenberg Church, a Christmas card from St. Luke’s, Obelisk, 250th Anniversary booklet from Friedens, New Ringgold.  
Sharon also shared a list of approximately 30 activity ideas she gathered.
Diane shared a Christmas card from Alsace Lutheran, Reading.  The card depicts one of their stained-glass windows.
Jeff suggested to council that a small committee of himself, Blair, Sharon, and Pastor Hammond meet to start organizing ideas and then bring their recommendations back to council.  Council approved.  A meeting date of June 5 was set.  The meeting will be held after the 9:00 worship service.

Next Meeting – Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 8.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,







Sharon C. Billger







Church Council Secretary
